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 Adult Education Classes 

Here’s an overview of our classes: 
• Aug 27 - Session I: The Foundation of Desire 
• Sept 3 - Session II: The Garden of Paradise 
• Sept 10 - Session III: The Sickness of Death, Sin, and Evil 
• Sept 24 - Session IV: The Bridegroom and His Bride 
• Oct 1 - Session V: The Power of Symbol and Sacrament 
• Oct 8 - Session VI: The Choice Between Two Sufferings 
• Oct 15 - Session VII: The Interior Universe 
• Oct 22 - Session VIII: The Way to Life 
• Oct 29 - Session IX: The Enlargement of the Heart 
• Nov 5 - Session X: The Never-Ending Day 

Wednesdays . Following Daily Vespers !
 The Feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos 

“Your birth, O Theotokos, brought joy to the whole 
world, for from you dawned the sun of righteousness, 
Christ our God. Freeing us from the curse, He gave us 
His blessings. Abolishing death, He granted us eternal 
life.” 
Monday . September 8 !

 The Feast of the Exaltation of the Precious and 
Life-Giving Cross 
The pagan emperors of Rome tried to completely 
eradicate from human memory the holy places where 
our Lord Jesus Christ suffered and was resurrected for 
mankind. They failed. Miserably. 
Sunday . September 14 !!!

!
 Pan-Orthodox Prayers for Peace: Service for the 

Cessation of Hostilities 
These days, headlines are troubling, conflict feels 
omnipresent. But, “where sin increases, grace abounds 
much more” (Romans 5:20). As the Church, we gather 
to pray for the intervention of God’s grace. Also, an 
evening reflection will be presented: “Blessed 
Violence: Caring for a World in Crisis.” This service will 
be hosted by Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, 
Franklin Road, Nashville. 
Wednesday . September 17 . 7:00pm !!

+ + + !!
 October: Growth in Stewardship Month 

Our annual focus on giving back to the Lord for all He 
gives to us.
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“And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine, in fellowship,!
in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers.” - Acts 2:42
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Regular Schedule of Services:!
• Sundays, 8:30am - PreCommunion Prayers!
• Sundays, 9:00am - Orthros!
• Sundays, 10:00am - Divine Liturgy!
• Wednesdays, 6:00pm - Daily Vespers!
• Saturdays, 6:00pm - Great Vespers

SEPTEMBER Schedule of!
Services and Events

“All Church prayers 
are the breathing of the 

Holy Spirit.”!!
- St John!

of Kronstadt
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!
A Special Message to our Spiritual Family!!

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus, !
“Count it all joy, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the 

testing of your faith produces patience. And let patience have its full effect, that 
you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. Blessed is the one who 

remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the 
crown of life, which God has promised to those who love Him.” - James 1:2-4,12. !

If you’re struggling, you’re not alone. If you’re facing temptations, you’re 
not alone. 

One way to test the worth of the work we do - as individuals, as families, as 
a church - is by the measure of resistance against it. Both in the Bible and in 
the lives of the saints, God often allows holy work to meet with difficult 
challenges. 

By allowing this, He sees to it that the real “work” being done is within us - 
the testing of faith, the producing of patience, the perfecting and 
completion of our love for each other and our trust in God. This is the work 
that will last forever. 

The work we’re doing together at St Elizabeth’s - from worshipping and 
communing together, to building our Fellowship Hall, to deepening our 
discipleship, to serving the poor, to educating the children in the Faith, to 
learning how to simply love and understand each other - is so very 
important, worthy, sacred, and God-pleasing. 

We can expect, then, occasional waves of resistance. Jesus said the devil 
“comes only to steal and kill and destroy.” Sometimes, those waves come 
as external challenges and difficulties. More often, however, they come as 
internal thoughts and feelings. As with all seasons of temptation, we may 
feel, at times, like giving up. 

But there is exceedingly good news! “’For I know the plans I have for you,’ 
says the Lord, ‘plans for good and not for evil, to give you hope and a 
future.’” Beloved, the burdens we carry - though real and heavy - cannot be 
compared to the presence of comfort and peace God gives to those who 
persevere. 

As a pastor, I often don’t have the right words, and don’t always have 
answers for even my own struggles. But I do have a firm trust that God 
really does have “hope and a future” for each of us individually, and for all 
of us together. 

So, if you’re struggling, let’s struggle together. If you’re facing temptations, 
let’s face them together. And, if you’re ready for “hope and a future,” let’s 
receive them together. 

Fr John

-  Q U I C Q U I D  - !!
On-line Calendar!
The most up-to-date calendar for all our 
services and events is found on our web 
site: go to www.stelizabethtn.org, and click 
on the Calendar page.!!

+ + +!!
BUILDING PROJECT UPDATE!
Some of you have noticed, rightly, that our 
new building looks like an ark - the Ark of 
Salvation! The roof is on and the windows 
are almost all installed. The natural light 
pouring in to the fellowship space and 
worship space during the day is gorgeous! 
Electrical work is being done now. 
Projected occupancy is on track for 
February.!
! As always, questions may be 
directed to any member of the Building 
Committee: Bennie P, George A, Kim H, 
Dan N, Benjamin S, Karen S, Ted S, or Fr 
John.!!

+ + +!!
Who Needs You?!
Who needs to hear from you? Who may 
have a burden or a joy to share with you? 
Whom can you serve by a simple phone 
call or e-mail? Look through the names in 
the Church Directory for someone to bless.!!

+ + +!!
Hallway Overhaul!
Please check our “lost-n-found” hallway 
by the bathrooms for any items you may 
have left behind. Before too long, they’ll 
find new homes with those in need.!!

+ + +!!
This Just In from Meaningful Gleaning!
From a satisfied citizen: “Thank you to all 
the pickers from your church who jumped 
on this grape project as soon as I 
mentioned it to the two women at the 
Farmers' Market on Friday. Your church 
certainly has an efficient and caring 
ministry.”
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